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O  transport  oneself  to  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  and  to  pic- 


ture,  even  in  outline,  the  Edinburgh 
-^^-  of  those  days,  with  its  small,  dingy, 

and  old-fashioned  printing-houses,  huddled  to- 
gether round  the  venerable  church  of  St  Giles, 
is  to  live  for  the  moment  in  a  strange  and  un- 
familiar world.  Edinburgh  at  that  date,  with  a 
population  of  little  over  50,000,  was  a  small  but 
highly  intellectual  city,  and  for  at  least  a  hundred 
years  was  a  centre  round  which  gathered  men 
famous  in  literature,  science,  and  art,  who  were 
able  to  keep  its  printing-presses  in  active  em- 
ployment independently  of  London.      It  was  at 
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the  beginning  of  this  literary  revival  that  the 
printing-house  of  Neill  took  its  rise,  planting 
itself  in  the  very  centre  of  intellectual  Edinburgh 
— its  famous  University. 

The  earliest  record  bearing  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  business  is  a  contract  of  copartnery, 
dated  7th  December  1749,  between  Patrick  Neill, 
printer,  and  Gavin  Hamilton  and  John  Balfour, 
booksellers.  The  capital  was  only  £320  (equal 
to  ^Tiooo  at  the  present  day),  of  which  Hamilton 
and  Balfour  furnished  three -fifths  and  Patrick 
Neill  two-fifths,  the  profits  being  divided  in  like 
proportion,  with  £30,  annually,  in  addition  to 
Mr  Neill  for  managing  the  business,  or  £36  if 
the  capital  was  increased  to  £s°°- 

Mr  Patrick  Neill,  the  practical  partner,  seems 
to  have  been  descended  from  a  family  of  printers, 
his  ancestors  having,  it  is  believed,  carried  on  busi- 
ness both  in  Glasgow  and  in  Belfast.  It  was  the 
custom  in  those  days  for  printers,  book- 
sellers, and  papermakers  to  form  copart- 
nerships, and,  following  this  custom,  the 
firm  of  Hamilton,  Balfour,  &  Neill 
was  established.  Mr  Patrick  Neill's 
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partners  were  gentlemen  of  good  family,  and  pos- 
sessed considerable  influence.  Gavin  Hamilton, 
who  was  a  bookseller  and  paper  manufacturer, 
was  the  son  of  Dr  William  Hamilton,  Principal 
of  the  University,  and  Sir  William  Hamilton, 
Bart.,  was  a  descendant.  Mr  John  Balfour  was 
a  son  of  Mr  Balfour  of  Pilrig,  and  was  an  ap- 
prentice with  Mr  Hamilton,  whose  daughter  he 
married.  According  to  Mr  Archibald  Constable, 
he  conducted  the  "most  respectable  retail  business 
in  Edinburgh."  Mr  Constable  relates  that  he 
heard  him  sell  books  by  auction  in  a  warehouse 
in  Writers'  Court,  and  mentions  as  a  "remarkable 
circumstance  "  that  he  used  to  place  at  his  right 
hand  a  well-filled  punch-bowl,  with  a  large  spoon 
and  glasses,  with  which  he  occasionally  regaled 
himself  and  his  best  customers.  "  The  practice 
of  giving  punch,"  adds  Mr  Constable,  "  was,  to 
my  deep  regret,  discontinued  on  Mr  Balfour's  re- 
tiring from  business."  Mr  Balfour  (as  a  partner 
of  Hamilton,  Balfour,  &  Neill)  was  "  con- 
cerned in  the  immaculate  editions  of  Virgil, 
Horace,  Terence,  etc.,  printed  at  the  Edinburgh 
University  Press  about  the  middle  of  last  century. 
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The  history  and  beauty  of  these  editions  is  well 
known."  The  house  of  Hamilton,  Balfour,  & 
Neill  was  also  concerned  in  the  publication  of 
David  Hume's  Essays  and  History,  and  of  many 
English  works,  such  as  those  of  Pope,  which 
were  brought  out  in  a  style  superior  to  any 
other  editions  then  in  the  market.  They  were 
the  publishers  of  a  selection  of  the  British  Poets, 
in  forty-four  small  volumes,  edited  by  Dr  Hugh 
Blair.  Mr  Balfour  was  also  a  papermaker.  Mr 
Balfour  died  on  16th  October  1795,  at  a  very 
advanced  age,  and  left  many  descendants,  the 
name  of  Balfour  having  only  recently  dropped 
out  of  Edinburgh's  roll  of  printers. 

The  partnership  begun  in  1749  lasted  for  six- 
teen years,  in  the  course  of  which  (in  1754)  the 
firm  was  appointed  Printers  to  the  University. 
On  the  retirement  in  1766  of  Hamilton 
and  Balfour,  the  business  was  continued 
in  the  College  Buildings  by  Patrick 
Neill,  along  with  his  brother  Adam. 
The  premises  occupied  being  required 
for  an  extension  of  the  College  Museum, 
the  printing-office  was  removed  in 
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1769  to  the  Old  Fishmarket  Close,  conveniently 
near  the  College  and  the  Law  Courts,  and  in 
close  proximity  to  the  shops  of  the  leading  book- 
sellers. Patrick  Neill  now  retired  from  the  busi- 
ness, his  place  being  taken  by  Robert  Fleming, 
a  bookseller,  who  entered  into  'partnership  with 
Adam  Neill. 

Adam  Neill  died  in  18  12,  when  the  business 
devolved  on  two  cousins — James,  a  son  of  Mr 
Patrick  Neill,  and  Patrick,  a  son  of  Mr  Adam 
Neill.  This  partnership  did  not  long  continue, 
as,  disputes  having  arisen  regarding  the  conduct 
of  the  business,  it  was  arranged  to  separate,  and 
each  carried  on  business  for  a  time  on  his  own 
account.  In  18  18  James  decided  to  go  abroad, 
when  the  branches  were  united  and  Mr  Patrick 
Neill  became  sole  proprietor  of  the  rapidly  grow- 
ing business.  Mr  Patrick,  who  had  been  educated 
at  the  University  with  the  intention  of  becoming 
a  surgeon,  and  had  obtained  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts,  devoted  his  spare  time  to  scientific  pur- 
suits. He  subsequently  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  LL.D.  In  1805  he  made  a  tour  through 
the  Orkney  and  Shetland  Islands,  an  account  of 
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which  was  published  in  the  Scots  Magazine,  and 
next  year  was  issued  in  book  form  by  A.  Constable 
&  Co.,  a  work  which  was  but  the  beginning  of 
a  long  series  of  contributions  in  various  depart- 
ments of  scienc^.  Some  interesting  facts  in  Dr 
Neill's  career  are  given  by  Mr  William  Scott 
Douglas  in  the  edition  of  Crombie's  Modern 
Athenians,  in  which  gallery  of  celebrities  Dr  Neill 
has  the  honour  to  figure,  and  also  by  Henry  (Lord) 
Cockburn  in  his  Memorials,  to  which  works  our 
readers  may  be  referred.  It  may  be  sufficient  here 
to  say  that  Patrick  Neill  was  more  a  scientist 
than  a  printer,  and  in  1828,  having  assumed  as 
partner  Mr  Wilham  Fraser,  who  had  for  some 
time  been  manager,  was  enabled  to  a  large  extent 
to  retire  from  business. 

As  already  stated,  the  printing-house  of  Neill 
prior  to  1769  was  situated  in  the  old  College  ; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  so 
early  as  the  year  1757  the  excel- 
lent typography  of  an  edition  of 
Terence's  Comedies  (said  to  be  an 
"  immaculate  "  edition)  procured 
for  the  firm  a  silver  medal  from 
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the  Edinburgh  Society  for  encouraging  Arts  in 
Scotland.  In  1753  the  firm  printed  Maitland's 
History  of  Edinburgh. 

The  High  Street  closes  were  at  that  time  occu- 
pied in  many  cases  as  the  town  houses  of  the 
nobility,  and  are  thus  described  by  the  traveller 
Taylor  : — "  There  are  many  by-lanes  and  closes 
on  each  side  of  the  way,  wherein  are  gentlemen's 
houses  much  fairer  than  the  buildings  in  the 
High  Street,  for  in  the  High  Street  the  mer- 
chants and  tradesmen  do  dwell,  but  the  gentle- 
men's mansions  and  goodliest  houses  are  obscurely 
founded  in  the  aforesaid  lanes."  The  Old  Fish- 
market  Close  would  be  one  of  those  referred  to, 
for  within  it  was  the  mansion  of  George  Heriot, 
the  goldsmith  of  James  VI.,  and  there,  more 
recently,  resided  the  elder  Lord  President  Dundas, 
father  of  Lord  Melville.  There  also,  for  suc- 
cessive generations,  dwelt  another  dignitary  of 
the  College  of  Justice  —  the  grim  executioner 
of  the  law's  last  sentence.  The  Great  Fire  of 
1824  consumed  the  mansions  on  the  west  side 
of  the  close,  and  their  site  is  now  occupied  by 
the  Exchequer  Chambers  and  other  Government 
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buildings.  As  an  advertisement  in  the  Courant 
announced,  the  "  Post  House  "  was  removed  to 
the  Old  Fishmarket  Close  in  1708.  At  that  time, 
and  for  half  a  century  later,  the  delivery  of  letters 
was  easily  overtaken  by  a  single  carrier.  On  one 
occasion,  about  1745,  the  British  Linen  Com- 
pany received  the  solitary  letter  brought  in  the 
London  bag,  and  even  so  late  as  1760  and  1762 
the  newspapers  announced  that  there  was  nothing 
whatever  in  the  London  bag. 

The  printing-office  in  the  Old  Fishmarket  Close, 
like  other  famous  Edinburgh  printing-offices, 
proved  a  great  resort  for  the  scientific  men  of 
the  day.  Dr  Neill  was  one  of  the  founders,  in 
1808,  of  the  Wernerian  Society,  of  which  he 
was  Secretary  during  the  whole  of  its  existence. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  founders,  in  1809,  of  the 
Royal  Caledonian  Horticultural  Society,  of  which 
he  was  Secretary  for  forty  years. 

Besides  his  scientific  proclivities,  Dr  Neill  was 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  antiquities  ;  for 
example,  his  exertions  saved  from  the  hands  of 
the  "  Improvement  Commissioners  "  the  Flodden 
Tower  and  the  part  of  the  old  City  Wall  at  the 
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head  of  the  Vennel,  which  had  been  hastily  built 
after  the  disastrous  battle  of  Flodden  in  1 5  1  3.  To 
his  public  spirit  also  the  city  was  largely  indebted 
for  the  draining,  in  1820,  of  part  of  the  North 
Loch,  now  the  West  Princes  Street  Gardens,  and 
the  planting  under  his  superintendence  of  77,000 
trees  and  shrubs. 

Dr  Neill  (says  Mr  Douglas)  died  at  his  own 
little  retreat,  called  Canonmills  Cottage,  which, 
with  its  finely-kept  garden,  situated  as  it  then 
was  in  a  dirty  village  abounding  with  piggeries 
and  cow-byres,  and  near  the  malaria  of  a  stagnant 
loch,  was  aptly  compared  to  "  a  jewel  in  a  swine's 
snout."  The  following  inscription  is  carved  on 
the  neat  tablet  which  marks  his  resting-place  in 
Warriston  Cemetery  : — 

PATRICK   NEILL,  LL.D. 
Secretary  of  the  Wernerian  and  Horticultural 

Societies 

Born  25  October   1776.      Died  3  September  185 i 

distinguished  for   literature,  science,  patriotism, 
benevolence,   and  piety 
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Mr  William  Fraser,  Dr  Neill's  partner,  as- 
sumed the  active  management  of  the  firm  at  a 
critical  period  in  the  history  of  printing.  Till 
1828,  all  books,  no  matter  how  extensive  their 
circulation,  were  laboriously  printed  at  the  hand- 
press.  But  the  demand  for  popular  literature, 
and  the  publication  of  cheap  journals,  could  only 
be  met  by  the  introduction  of  machinery  pro- 
pelled by  steam.  Mr  Fraser  was  one  of  the  first 
to  introduce  into  Edinburgh  the  large  printing- 
machines  now  so  common  ;  and  we  find  that  in 
1834,  instead  of  the  250  copies  thrown  off  in 
an  hour  by  the  hand-press,  large  impressions 
were  rapidly  produced  by  the  steam-press.  Mr 
Fraser  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Edinburgh 
Compositors'  Benefit  Society,  and  took  a  lively 
interest  in  every  movement  likely  to  encourage 
provident  habits  among  the  community.  Thus 
we  find  he  took  a  special  interest  in  the  subject  of 
Friendly  Societies,  and  in  1827  and  1828  con- 
tributed a  series  of  articles  to  the  Edinburgh  New 
Philosophical  Journal  "On  the  History  and  Con- 
stitution of  Friendly  Societies,"  to  which  the 
editor  appended  the  following  note  : — 
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"  Mr  Fraser's  Memoir  on  Friendly  Societies,  now 
brought  to  a  conclusion,  we  consider  one  of  the 
best  views  of  this  highly  interesting  and  im- 
portant subject  hitherto  published.  Already  it 
has  excited  much  attention,  and,  we  doubt  not, 
will  materially  assist  in  extending  these  very 
excellent  institutions  throughout  the  country." 

For  his  services  in  the  cause  of  Friendly  So- 
cieties, Mr  Fraser  was  presented  in  1829  with  a 
handsome  testimonial,  which  bears  the  following 
inscription  : 

"  Presented  to  Mr  William  Fraser  by  the  Friendly 
Societies  in  and  around  Edinburgh,  in  testimony 
of  Esteem  for  the  Zeal,  Knowledge,  and  un- 
wearied attention  which  he,  as  their  Secretary, 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  Societies  in  Scotland 
while  a  Bill  was  passing  through  Parliament  to 
consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
Friendly  Societies. — June  1829." 

Subsequently  Mr  Fraser,  with  a  view  to  preli- 
minary arrangements  for  instituting  the  "Scottish 
Economic  Life  Assurance  Society,"  contributed 
an  article  on  Life  Assurance,  entitled  "  Remarks 
on    the    Principles   and    Defects   of    the    present 
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Associations  for  Life  Assurance,"  which  was  so 
highly  thought  of  that  a  Committee  was  formed 
to  found  a  Life  Assurance  Society  on  the  prin- 
ciples advocated  ;  and  this  was  carried  into  effect 
in  the  formation  of  the  "  Scottish  Provident 
Institution." 

Mr  Fraser  died  in  1846  and  Dr  Neill  (as 
already  stated)  in  1851,  whereupon  Alexander 
and  Patrick  Neill  Fraser,  who  succeeded  to  a 
share  of  the  business  on  their  father's  death,  be- 
came sole  proprietors. 

Under  their  energetic  management  the  print- 
ing-office in  Old  Fishmarket  Close  became  one 
of  the  busiest  in  Scotland.  It  gained  a  wide 
reputation  for  excellence  in  the  production  of 
scientific  books,  and  in  course  of  time  acquired  a 
considerable  share  of  Government  patronage,  in- 
cluding the  publications  of  the  Royal  Observa- 
tories at  Greenwich  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
the  Meteorological  Observations,  and  the  Nautical 
Almanac. 

Amongst  other  works  of  exceptional  import- 
ance may  be  mentioned  the  voluminous  reports 
of  the   Challe?iger    Expedition,    prepared    by    Sir 

19 


The  Trinting-House  of 

NEILL 


Wyville  Thomson  and  later  by  Sir  John  Murray, 
LL.D.  ;  and  some  of  the  editions  of  the  Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica.  The  Transactions  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Edinburgh  have  borne  the  imprint  of 
Neill  since  the  foundation  of  the  Society  in  1 78 3  ; 
and  the  steady  support  given  to  the  firm  by  many 
scientific  societies  is  eloquent  testimony  to  the 
high  standard  of  work  which  has  all  along  been 
maintained. 

In  time  the  premises  in  Old  Fishmarket  Close 
became  insufficient  for  the  extending  business, 
and  in  1898  the  firm  was  converted  into  a  limited 
liability  company,  with  a  capital  of  £70,000, 
and  the  business  removed  to  Bellevue,  where  com- 
modious works  were  erected  on  a  site  extending  to 

about  an  acre  and  a  half,  on  which 
stood  the  house  called  Canonmills 
Cottage,  already  referred  to  as  so 
long  the  residence  of  Dr  Neill  and 
his  forefathers.  The  most  up-to- 
date  machinery  was  introduced, 
including  an  installation  of  Mono- 
type machines  and  other  labour- 
saving  devices.  The  whole  works 
20 
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were  arranged  on  practically  one  floor,  in  such  a 
way  that  work  could  proceed  with  the  utmost 
promptitude  and  despatch. 

With  the  formation  of  the  limited  company, 
William  Fraser  and  John  Fraser  (sons  of  Alex- 
ander Fraser),  and  Patrick  Neill  Fraser,  junior 
(son  of  Patrick  Neill  Fraser),  became  associated 
in  the  management  of  the  business. 

Alexander  Fraser  had  a  wide  knowledge  of 
printing  and  printing  machinery.  He  was  of  an 
inventive  turn  of  mind,  and  patented  type-setting 
and  distributing  machines  which  were  used  in 
the  works  and  attained  to  considerable  success, 
although  unable  to  compete  with  the  Linotype 
and  Monotype  inventions.      He  died  in  1909. 

Patrick  Neill  Fraser  predeceased  him  in  1905. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  business  ability, 
and  his  scientific  knowledge  brought  him  into 
touch  with  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  day. 
He  shared  the  interest  in  horticultural  pursuits  of 
Dr  Patrick  Neill,  and  for  many  years  the  gardens 
of  his  house  at  "  Rockville"  were  famous.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  possessed  perhaps  the  finest 
collection   of   ferns    in    the   kingdom.      His   son, 
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Patrick  Neill  Fraser,  obtained  a  commission  in 
His  Majesty's  Army  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of 
war,  and  was  killed  in  action  on  the  first  day  of 
the  "Great  Push'  in  France  in  July  1916,  to 
the  great  regret  of  all  who  knew  him. 

On  15th  May  1916  a  great  misfortune  over- 
took the  business,  the  works  at  Bellevue  being 
destroyed  by  fire.  This  and  the  loss  of  his  col- 
league, Mr  Patrick  Neill  Fraser,  threw  a  heavy 
burden  on  the  shoulders  of  Mr  William  Fraser, 
who  was  left  alone  in  the  management,  Mr  John 
Fraser  having  retired  in  191  2. 

At  this  crisis  in  the  history  of  the  firm,  Mr 
Fraser  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to  induce 
Mr  Charles  Edward  Green  of  Gracemount,  Mr 
Sommerville  Grieve,  and  Mr  John  Smart,  W.S., 
three  well-known  Edinburgh  business  men,  to 
join  him  on  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the 
Company  has  gained  much  benefit  from  their 
wide   practical   experience. 

The  newly  constituted  Board  was  faced  with 
the  alternative  of  rebuilding  the  works  at  Bellevue 
or  of  looking  elsewhere  for  suitable  premises. 
The  large  works  in  Causewayside,  known  as  Paul's 
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Work,  in  which  the  famous  firm  of  Ballantyne 
had  carried  on  business  for  many  years,  happen- 
ing to  be  in  the  market,  the  Company  decided 
to  secure  them,  and  so  obtained  possession  of 
premises  much  larger  than  those  at  Bellevue  and 
affording  ample  room  for  future  expansion. 

Paul's  Work  has  an  interesting  history,  origin- 
ating with  the  Ballantyne  Press,  established  in 
Kelso  in  1796.  In  1802,  James  Ballantyne,  who 
had  acquired  a  high  reputation  as  a  printer  in 
Kelso,  was  induced  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  to  re- 
move to  Edinburgh,  where  he  ultimately  estab- 
lished himself  in  Paul's  Work,  in  the  North  Back 
of  Canongate,  under  the  shadow  of  the  Calton 
Hill  and  near  the  foot  of  Leith  Wynd.  This 
was  the  site  of  an  ancient  religious  foundation  for 
the  reception  and  entertainment  of  twelve  poor 
men,  under  the  name  of  the  Hospital  of  Our 
Lady,  with  a  chapel  or  altar  dedicated  to  St  Paul. 
From  this  famous  printing-works  were  issued  the 
poems  of  Scott  and  afterwards  the  Waverley 
Novels,  which  helped  to  establish  Edinburgh  as 
one  of  the  world's  great  printing  centres. 

In    1870,    the    business    was    removed    to    the 
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premises  in  Causewayside,  the  name  Paul's  Work 
being  continued. 

In  1 916,  Messrs  Ballantyne,  Hanson  &  Com- 
pany, Limited,  having  amalgamated  with  Messrs 
Spottiswoode  &  Company  of  London,  resolved  to 
discontinue  their  Edinburgh  works,  and  it  thus 
became  possible  for  Neill  &  Company,  Limited, 
to  acquire  them. 

The  experience  at  Bellevue  of  the  advantage 
of  having  the  whole  operations  of  the  business 
conducted  on  one  floor  has  led  to  a  complete  re- 
organisation of  the  building  at  the  hands  of  its  new 
owners,  and  a  short  description  of  the  premises 
as  they  now  exist  may  be  found  interesting. 

The  frontage  is  an  imposing  one,  the  main 
facade  extending  to  200  feet  along  Causewayside, 
with  a  continuation  of  130  feet  of  buildings 
which  are  at  present  let  to  tenants,  and  are  avail- 
able for  future  developments  of  the  business. 

As  we  enter  the  works  we  note  in  the  waiting- 
room  one  of  the  original  hand-presses  of  the 
business,  reminding  us  of  the  time  when  print- 
ing was  done  in  a  more  leisurely  way  than  to-day. 
This  press  might   print   some    150   sheets  in  an 
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hour,  compared  with  1250  which  can  be  turned 
out  by  one  of  the  modern  printing-machines 
which  we  shall  see  later  on.  In  one  of  the  book- 
cases we  find  a  volume  of  Burns's  poems  printed 
by  Hamilton,  Balfour,  &  Neill  in  1800.  Here 
may  also  be  seen  the  celebrated  Scotch  Snuff 
Mull  presented  to  the  Chapel  of  Neill  &  Com- 
pany by  James  Duncan  in  1785. 

We  pass  through  the  general  offices,  a  fine 
suite  of  rooms,  and  find  ourselves  in  the  spacious 
composing  department.  Here,  from  the  elevated 
glass-panelled  box  of  the  overseer,  we  can  observe 
scores  of  busy  hands  at  work  at  the  cases,  and  in 
the  distance  a  dozen  operators  at  the  keyboards 
of  the  Monotype — the  latest  development  of  the 
type-setting  machine.  This  ingenious  piece  of 
mechanism,  with  its  complement  the  casting- 
machine,  seen  in  an  adjoining  room,  can  perform 
the  work  of  five  compositors  in  the  same  space 
of  time,  with  the  additional  advantage  that  it 
furnishes  absolutely  new  type  at  each  operation, 
the  metal  after  printing  being  melted  for  sub- 
sequent use.  In  another  corner  are  the  boxes  of 
the   proof-readers,  to   whom   authors  and  editors 
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are   so   much   indebted   for  corrections   and   sug- 
gestions. 

From  the  composing  department  we  proceed 
to  the  foundry,  where  the  processes  of  stereotyp- 
ing and  electrotyping  are  carried  on  ;  and  thence 
to  the  extensive  machine-room,  on  one  side  of 
which  are  stacked  huge  piles  of  paper  ready 
for  the  printer,  and  on  the  other  a  large  number  of 
machines  of  the  most  modern  description  deliver- 
ing with  great  rapidity  impressions  from  the 
formes  and  plates  prepared  in  the  adjoining  de- 
partments. These  machines  are  all  driven  by 
powerful  electric  motors. 

We  now  enter  the  warehouse,  a  well-lighted 
modern  building  with  over  6000  square  feet  of 
floor  space,  where  numerous  male  and  female  em- 
ployees are  engaged  in  stitching  and  binding  and 
otherwise  preparing  the  printed  matter  for  de- 
livery to  customers. 

The  visitor  will  be  impressed  with  the  spaci- 
ousness of  all  these  workrooms  and  with  the  ad- 
mirable lighting  arrangements. 

Below  the  level  of  the  floor  are  vast  fireproof 
stores  for  plates,  etc.,  printed  sheets,  and  stock. 
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The  whole  premises  are  lighted  by  electricity, 
and  are  provided  with  hydrants  for  extinguish- 
ing fire. 

There  is  ample  accommodation  for  extension 
in  two  large  rooms  in  the  upper  story,  and  in  the 
extensive  premises  to  the  south. 

From  the  descriptions  given,  and  the  accom- 
panying illustrations,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  print- 
ing-works of  Neill  &  Company,  Limited,  are 
among  the  best  appointed  in  the  country,  and 
offer  facilities  for  work  on  a  large  scale.  With 
an  experienced  and  competent  staff,  many  mem- 
bers of  which  have  served  the  Company  and  its 
predecessors  for  a  long  number  of  years,  it  is  able 
to  undertake  the  highest  class  of  printing.  Dur- 
ing recent  times,  when  the  cheaper  kinds  of  book- 
printing  have  been  gradually  drawn  to  centres 
near  London,  Edinburgh  printers  have  not  en- 
joyed so  much  of  this  kind  of  work  as  formerly. 
Whether  Edinburgh  will  retain  its  pre-eminence 
as  a  printing  centre  remains  to  be  seen  ;  but  in 
one  department  it  still  holds  the  supremacy — the 
production  of  scientific  and  technical  books,  and 
books  in  foreign  languages,  in  which  great  care 
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and  skill  are  required.  Such  work  is  a  specialty 
of  the  famous  printing-house  of  Neill,  and  its 
excellence  is  testified  to  by  the  large  number  of 
scientific  associations  and  publishers  whose  steady 
support  the  firm  enjoys.  For  scientific  and 
technical  books  there  will  be  a  great  demand  in 
the  years  immediately  after  the  war  ;  and  to 
Paul's  Work  authors  and  publishers  can  turn 
with  confidence,  knowing  that  here  are  the  skill 
and  the  means  ready  to  fulfil  their  most  exacting 
requirements. 
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